CAMPUS CONNECTION

Making Waves of Hope

Hotchkiss Swimathon Celebrates 30 Years of Impact for Special Olympics

BY DARRYL GANGLOFF

HIS FALL, MORE THAN 60 swimmers—
T including eight special guests from
Special Olympics Slovakia—completed a
two-mile trek across Lake Wononscopomuc
to mark the milestone 30th anniversary of
the Hotchkiss Swimathon.

The event raised more than $30,000 for
Special Olympics Connecticut and Special
Olympics Slovakia to support the Dream
Day Care Center in Slovakia, which cares
for Ukrainian refugee children born with
intellectual disabilities.

“I'm really pleased,” said Swimathon
founder Keith Moon P’13,16, who is the
E. Carleton Granbery Teaching Chair, a
Lufkin Prize recipient, an instructor in
English, history, and Russian language,

and head coach of boys varsity and
JV swimming. “This anniversary was
something special. The most spectacular
part was our eight Slovakian friends who
joined us.”

The Swimathon was instrumental in the
launch of the Dream Day Care Center
in October 2022, and it has continued
to raise funds for the center since its
groundbreaking. That summer, following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Moon traveled
to Slovakia looking for a way to help. He
was a board member of Special Olympics
Connecticut at the time, and he connected
with Special Olympics Slovakia. He knew
Hotchkiss could make a difference.

“There are eight children—and therefore
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The Hotchkiss community welcomed eight guests from Special Olympics Slovakia for the 30th Swimathon.

24  HOTCHKISS MAGAZINE

“This anniversa ry was
something special.”
Swimathon founder Keith Moon P’13,"16

eight families—who have been very
positively affected at the Dream Day Care
Center,” Moon said. “It’s remarkable to

me that when we do something like the
Swimathon, we're in effect paying for about
five months of life for those families. There’s
a woman in Connecticut who matches what
we raise, which helps support the center for
an entire year. There’s a real outcome.”

To commemorate the friendship between

Right: Eva Gazova, national director of
Special Olympics Slovakia, leads the
delegation to the lake. Below: Swimathon
founder Keith Moon P’13,'16 celebrates
with a Special Olympics Slovakia athlete.

Hotchkiss and Special Olympics Slovakia, a

delegation of four coaches and four athletes
arrived in Lakeville for the 30th Swimathon
in September. They joined students in
classes, attended Convocation, and, of
course, swam across the lake. For the
athletes, it was their first visit to America,
and they enjoyed sightseeing in New York
City and touring the School’s campus.
Moon thanks actor Matt Damon, his old
friend, for underwriting their trip.

“It’s unbelievable for us to be swimming
in the U.S. at Hotchkiss for such a beautiful
event,” said Eva Gazova, one of the
Slovakian coaches and national director of
Special Olympics Slovakia. “The emotions
are so strong because it’s not just about the
swimming, but it’s about what is behind
it. Thanks to Keith Moon, we were able to
fly here, have a great time, and swim for
refugees. That is what connects all of us
who jump in the water.”

In addition to the Slovakia delegation, a
group of Choate students joined Hotchkiss
in the swim. Participants raced against the

rain, which started
just as swimmers
returned to the
beach. Everyone then

celebrated with a barbecue at the PHOTOS

Before 2020, the Swimathon
took place in the Hixon Pool.
It moved to the lake during the
pandemic and has been held there

ever since. “Nobody was allowed

Boathouse, where State Rep. Maria
Horn P’15,17,19 presented Moon and
the Special Olympics Club with a State
of Connecticut General Assembly official
citation in honor of the 30th Swimathon.
The citation was sponsored by Horn
and Sen. Stephen Harding and states:
“Through compassion, heart, and purpose
the community of Hotchkiss has shown up
to support others in need. We are so proud
to have you representing our community.”
The Special Olympics Club works each
year to coordinate the Swimathon and
host visiting athletes. “I joined the club in
my prep year and have been a part of the
leadership team for the past three years.
I used to coach a neighbor with autism
before coming to Hotchkiss, and I am glad
that I was able to continue supporting the
cause,” said club co-head Ella Johnson ’25.
“This is my third time participating
in the Swimathon, and I feel like I truly
make an impact. With the connection
with Special Olympics Slovakia, I have
been even more inspired to participate,”
said Oliver Johnson ’25.

in the pool in 2020. We went from
247 people down to one swimmer,
because I swam across the lake by myself,”
Moon said. “lan Graham *92 also swam

at the same time in Nantucket Sound. We
kept it going.”

Why did Moon kick off the Swimathon
30 years ago? “It started as a complete
accident,” he said with a laugh. He noticed
a blurb in 7he Hartford Courant requesting
funds for the Northwest Corner Special
Olympics swim team. “When I was a kid,
we used to do a swimathon with my club
swim team to raise money for ourselves,
and it was always something that people
got pretty into. I thought, ‘Let’s start a
swimathon, and we’ll donate the money.”
Moon said 76 swimmers showed up
for the inaugural event, and they raised
$4,500 for Special Olympics.

The rest is history. [i]

Maya Clark 28 contributed to this article.
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